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The transformation of Nassau and Suffolk counties from World Mta the present was described by

the Long Island Index lrong Island Profile 201Z2hat report described the powerful forces that shaped
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of interactivemapsat http:// historiccensus.longislandindexmaps.owge can see how this evolution

affected individual communities in different ways, and how patterns emerged that resulted in a

different social and economic geography.

The maps show population charadtgicsby Census tract across Long Island970, 1980, 1990, 2000
and 2010. By comparing the decades, we get a closer look athowNd& SR G [ 2y 3 L&ty
population distribution by age, race, education, incqrpeverty and housing type.

By1970, most othe great migration from New York City ltong Island hadlready taken place. From
1950 to 1970, the combined population of Nassau and Suffialie than doubled in size, growirny

over 1.6 million peoplessuburban development had pusheclvinto central Suffolk County. In the
forty years that followed, population grew by less than 300,000. As these maps show, however, this
modest increase in total population masked dramatic changés tomposition.

Theaging ofthe BabyBoomergeneraton went from overwhelming schools and generating successive
waves of housing developmetu driving the need for expanded health care and retirement activities.
The populatiorbecame much moreacially and ethnically diverse, and more highly educatedrages
incomes rose initially before stagnating in the 1990s and 2080&conomy anchored in manufacturing
shifted to both highwage and lowwage service jobs, particularly in sectors such as health and retail
that served an aging and more affluent popitet The maps provide detailed pictures of both the
magnitude and texture of these changes.

Population Growth andDensity

Population growth after 1970 occurred almost entirely in central and eastern Suffolk Ceomtinuing
the eastward development of farms, fields and forast® subdivisions and singlamily homes The

town of Brookhaven alone added 243,000 people, almost as much as Nassau and Suffolk cdmbined
1970,mostof this large towrin the center é the Island hadess thar600 persons per a&e. With each
succeeding decade, the western half of the town grew demgele thecentral and eastern portions
added population. By 2010, all itd north and south shores and much of its interior had modest
increases in population density.

The town ofislip added 57,00peopleover this decadeywhile the five East End towns increased their
population by 52,000. Nassau Cou@tii LJ2 LJdzf | G A2y 6 S 3, baforelrebouibgeitet y S | T i
1990.

! Data forincome (including poverty), educational attainment, and employnrefiect the 5year period of 2008
2012.



The followingmap compares density patterns by Census tract (people per square mile) in 1970 and
2010.

Population density (people / sq mi)

LI Population Density o
by Census tract, from 1970 to 2010
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Data source: Longitudinal Tract Data Base,
Brown University (US Census Bureau data).
Unlike the development of Nassau and western Suffolk in the 1950s and 1960s, much of which consisted
of small homes on quarteaicre lots, most of this later growthcourred in medium and large Igts
resulting in little change in overall density levels but spreading relatively modest population growth over
a large land area. It also began to encroach on some of the most environmentally sensitive lands
covering Long Isly Rs@lasourcel lj dzA FSNE (GKS LaflyRQa YIFAYy &2dz2NOS 2
new residents were not migrants from New York City, but the children of those who had come in
previous decades.

One aspect of life on Long Island has changed vegy ditter the decade£ightyone percenof
households owned their own homes in 1970, compared to 79% in 2010. Most of thesaglefamily
homes, and only a handful of communities have more than 308teafhomes occupied by renters.
Theserentalsare primarily concentrated in the same communities as forty years ago.

Age

Among the most dramatic changBsS LJA OG SR o6& G(GKS Yl LA N’ (KS OKlFy3$s
over the last forty years. Most of theshangegesult from the aging of the two largest generations in
America today the Baby Boomers born between the late 1940s and early 1960s, and the Millennials,
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most of them children oBoomers born between the late 1970s and early 1990s. These have and will
continue to have an outsize influence on housing construction, job creatimh health and education
needs.

The first big change to occur was the decline in Long Islanders under the age of 18 between 1970 and
1990 as the Baby Boom generation went to college amtered the labor force. Interestingly, the largest
1970 concentrations in this age group were in the center of the Island stretching from eastern
Hempstead through western Brookhaven, the areas #@atthe largest increase in population in the
previousdecadesBy 2010, this age cohort was more evenly distributed, with the largest percentages
along the north shore. The impacts of the decline can lnsaost directly irthe changes irschool
population. Most school districts saw big losses, particulartiie 1980s, and especially in parts of
Smithtown, Brookhaven, Huntington, Islip, Babylon and Southampton. The number of children
NBEo2dzyRSR a42YS¢KIFIG Ay GKS mopdna YR wnnna & GKS
classrooms.

The following magavailable orwww.longislandindexmaps.oyghows the percentage increase or

decline in enroliment in elementary school grades (kindergarten through fifth grade) by school district
from 1980 to 2010.

Percent Change of Students in Grades K - 5

" E I e me nta I"y SC hOOI " - Decline of more than 50% I:l Increase of 11% - 25%
by School District . Eec:ine 0: Zj:;/’a - ?2:’;0 — :ncrease c: 26% -jO%mD/
from 1980 tO 2010 ecline o b - 10% ncrease of more than b

Change of +/- 10% No Data

Data source: NYS Education Department.

Thenumber of young adults followed the change in number of children. The number24 }@arolds

declined between 1980 and 2000, and the number of325year olds from 1992010. These

demographic changes were compounded by other factors, such as theaghait affordable rental

housing Nassau and Suffobawlarger declines in young adults than the nation or similar parts of the
metropolitan region. While the declines occurred everywhere, they were more pronounced in areas like

the towns of Smithtownand Huntington.Young adults are somewhat more concentrated along Long
LaflyRQa &a2dziK aK2NB Ay LI FOSa tA1S [2y3 e SIOKxZ |
collegecommunitieslike Westbury andstony Brook.
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The share of 384 year olds peaked 2000, and those in this age grougre distributed fairly evenly

across Nassau and Suffolk. The biggest increases occurred in Lehg Beihtown and Southampton.

The number of dults in their late 40s and early 50s grew through 2010, and increasedimost

Brookhaven, Islip and Smithtown. This age group is entering peak earning years, and can be expected to
own in more expensive housing markets.

The share of adults over 55 grew in every decade from 192010, in part due to greater life
expectancy, ad will grow even more rapidly in coming years as tabyBBoonersenter retirement. The
largestincreases occurred in the center of the Island, particularly in the toiM@yster Bay. The East
End haslways had a somewhat higher share of older adults thther parts of Long Island, andssil|
reflected in the age distribution map for 2010.

Race and Ethnicity

The mapselpdocumentthe history oftwo of the mostfundamental characteristics about Long Island
today. The Island is far more racially attnically diverse than either its past or current image portray,
yet it remains one of the most racially segregated areas in the nation. Whites declined from 89% of the
population in 19800 69% in 2013.0nly in the towns of Oyster Bay, Smithtown, Soldhand Shelter

Island do whites still comprise over 80% of the populatidnisis the result both of outmigration,
particularly of people in their retirement years to Florida and other locations, and of stremigiration

from blacks, Hispanics and AssaOver the same period, blacks increased from 6% to 9%, Hispanics
from 4% to 16%, and Asians from 1% to 5%.

The biggest changes occurred after 1990, when the number of both Hispanics and Asians nearly tripled
in size, and the black population grew by 428%uchof this was driven by the sanferces that led

earlier waves of Italia\mericans, IristAmericans and others to move to Long Island. Immigrants and
their children looked to move out of the city for a better way of life. But this was also reinfosced
changing national patterns @hmigration Immigrants are now much more likely to settle directly in
suburban areas, rather than in central cities, speeding the pace of demographic change in places like
Long Island.

Even with this increase in diversisegregation remaina current as well as a historical condition. The

New York metropolitan region is by some measures one of the most segregated in the U.S., and Nassau
and SuffollCounties areéhe most segregated parts of thatgion® The largest corentrations of blacks
remain in parts bthe town of Hempstead and Bglon, and to a lesser extent in areas of Islip and
Brookhaven. BlacKsavelost share in parts of the East End, notably Southampton and Riverhead.

% Data for 1970 is not completely comparable to later years for race and ethiitit@70, the Census Bureau did

not crosstabulate data on Hispanic ethnicigndrace, whereas in 1980 and subsequent decades the Bureau

tabulated results for Hispanicongi O2 YO AY SR A GK | LISNER2yQa NI OSo

¥ ERASE Racism, Housing and Neighborhood Preferensg&ah Americans on Long Island (2012), 1,10.
http://www.eraseracismny.org/storage/documents/FINAL _ERASE Racism 2012 Housing Survey Report web ve

rsion.pdf
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The Hispanic population spread out frasilages in central Hempstead and Babylon to other parts of

these towns, and now has large concentrations in parts of Islip, Southampton and East Hampton. School
district populations show even greatconcentrationswithin these towns. In percentage ternfsye East

End towns had the largest increase in the Hispanic share of their population.

Asians are most highly concentrated along the north shore of Nassau County in the towns of North
Hempstead and Oyster Bay, and to a lesser extent in northern Brookh@itie largest increases over
the last 30 years took place in East Hampton, Southampton, Islip and Glen Cove.

The map®n the following pagshow the changing concentrations of predominant racial/ethnic groups
by tract for each decade from 1970 through 2010.






